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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a moving picture coding 
experts group (MPEG) encoder having provision for a variable 
rate coding function of the MPEG. 

SOLUTION: This encoder is provided with a multiplexer 
section 6 that has a means detecting a switching point of an 
image coding rate based on coding rate information included 
in coding information corresponding to compressed image data 
11 coded by an image coding section 4 at a variable rate to 
output a switching signal 13 and a variable clock generating 
section 3 replacing an operation reference clock 14 to be led 
to the multiplexer section 6 with a clock whose frequency 
corresponds to an image coding rate. When another image 
coding rata is selected, a frequency corresponding to the 
selected image coding rate is generated in the timing and the 
frequency is used for the operation reference time base for 
the multiplexer section 6 to allow the compressed image data 
coded and compressed audio data to be multiplexed with each 
other at a variable rate. 
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